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Message from the Patron
Dear Friends,
“I think the success of any school can be measured by the positive contribution the alumni make to our
national life.” -John F Kennedy
This quote highlights the signi icance and the indispensable nature of the alumni of an institution. We now
stand at a time when one team moves on and another team moves in to impact the life of the institution. I
deem it a great privilege to share my thoughts about the yeoman service rendered by the outgoing Alumni and
words oﬀer of welcome to the new team.
I consider it my utmost duty to thank Mr. Ajay Goyal and his team for their valuable contribution during their tenure
to their alma matter in spite of all the challenges that the pandemic put forth. I have always experienced their
willingness to extend a helping hand and the generosity they revealed in their thoughts, words, and deeds. I will cherish
fondly all the memorable events that we were part of as a team. God bless you all for your valuable contribution to this great
institution.
It gives me immense joy and happiness to welcome the new team headed by Mr. Praveen Chandhok, President of the St. Joseph
Alumni Association. At the outset, I extend my heartfelt congratulations to you and your team as you have taken over the of ice
with great thoughts to excel beyond all expectations in implementing tasks that would be entrusted to you from time to time. I
sincerely wish and pray that all your eﬀorts to promote the development of our students may achieve great success and that
you will be able to spread joy and positivity as you continue to journey with us.
May your actions speak louder than your words in a manner that the values of the school will be upheld at all times in line with
the school motto, “Work is Worship” On behalf of the management, I now give you the assurance that I will give you moral
support and encouragement in all your endeavours as long as they help us to live as better human beings and to make our
society a better place to live in. Mr. Praveen Chandhok, I once again take this opportunity to wish you and your team all the
very best.
My prayers and best wishes to Mr. Praveen Chandhok and his team for a successful and meaningful tenure at SJA.
Regards,
Brother Jeyaseelan S
Patron
SJA Alumni Association
Reg. No. 118/2010-11
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Dedicated to the batch of 1971

NEWSLETTER

Message from the President
Two years from now, we hope that we are capable to add a
piece
of stone to the edi ice that we are collectively building,
Greetings from SJAAA,
and to which the Past MCs before us have contributed
Wishing you all a marvelous New Year!I hope this message during their time.
inds you and your loved ones healthy and well. As we head
into the New Year, now is a great time to deepen your As I formally take over the mantle along with the newly
engagement with our Alma Mater ind an opportunity and elected MC members, allow me to mention that the Archive
get involved! There is plenty on oﬀer in the days ahead, no Room which was given to our members during my previous
tenure as Secretary shall be embellished to the perfection
matter where you are.
which also incidentally holds the of ice of SJA AA.
Silvia Pencak speaking on the Law of Legacy contends that
our ability as leaders will not be measured by the buildings We all know that we shall only succeed in our eﬀorts if the
we built, institutions we established, but by how well the entire elected MC moves hand in hand, I am so immensely
people we invested in carried on after we are gone. A proud and thrilled to lead one of the most enthusiastic,
committed, and talented team, right from day one since we
leader's lasting value is measured by succession...
came together they have been available despite all
Today as we usher in the rites of succession as the new MC constraints and other important family commitments for
of SJA Alumni Association. Once again I have been chosen the irst time in the history of SJA AA the entire team was
this time the leadership role of SJA AA for the two-year elected unopposed. Thank you for being with us and we
turnover 2021-2023.
seek your support all the way to see us through…
I can proudly say that I'm heading an extraordinary team of Being a Josephite and member of SJA AA was honor enough
committed individuals who are there to serve Alumni for me, but being elected to serve as President of this
wholeheartedly exploring various ways to interact with Association for the second time is a distinct privilege.
members and creating stronger bonds with the Alma
Mater the present students our future Alumni. Social I sincerely thank our patron Rev. Brother Jeyaseelan S, the
Principal, SJA, and our Patron for ensuring us his full
activities are not to be left behind.
support and encouragement in all our endeavours and I
The commitment can be gauged by the fact that on the very pledge to continue to lead the new team leaving no stone
irst day of being handed over the baton the youngster rose unturned and hope the entire MC enjoys the experience of
to the occasion and launched an interactive Telegram being MC members of this elite association.
group “In inite Possibilities” for the networking of
Josephites and within a few hours more than 300 I humbly request our dear members to provide the new MC
Josephites enrolled in the group! A free Vaccination Camp your whole-hearted support, Ideas, and inputs to usher in a
for teenagers 15-18 was organized on Republic Day 26th of new era.
Thank you for being there. SJA love to all of you…
January 2022 at our Alma Mater to help end the pandemic.
Dear Members,

Praveen Chandhok
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Message from Brother J.C.Carroll
It gives me great pleasure to congratulate and welcome the members of the new Executive Committee
of the Josephite Alumni. The inauguration of a new team gives rise to great expectations. So let's look
forward to new ideas and initiatives. The school will give you full support in all your undertakings so
long as they are constructive and useful. These should further the ideals and goals of St. Joseph's "home of our childhood, our boyhood, our youth, where there is courage, and honour and truth," if I
may dare to quote a line from another Patrician school song!
Some of our readers may have seen the movie Dead Poets Society. If so you will remember how the
teacher(Robin Williams) uses the archives to instil in his students a sense of history and pride. I
mention this because I doubt very much if our archives would arouse a whole lot of enthusiasm and
passion in our students. Our records and documents need to be housed in a room where the ambience
is warm and inviting. The faces and the eyes in the photographs should be such that "if you listen real
close you can hear them whisper their legacy to you ... Carpe Diem, seize theday boys (and girls), make
your lives extraordinary." (Dead Poets Society).
We need to make a wholehearted eﬀort to bring our archives alive, vibrant and inspiring. A lot of
material is missing, many important photographs are missing. I'm sure there is a whole lot of material
out there. So get cracking and collect it. You have the space - I'm surprised that you were given one of
the best rooms in the campus!-make good use of it, otherwise you may lose it! Why not visit a few
schools where you will get ideas e.g. St. George's College, Mussoorie?
I don't want to sound too critical or make comparisons. Sometimes we have "to be cruel only to be
kind." The Executive Committee has done well in a short span of time. I must compliment the members
on organising a Covid Vaccination Camp for students on 26th January, Republic Day.
Keep up the good work.
May the Almighty bless all you undertakings.
Brother J.C. Carroll

THE NEW
MANAGING COMMITTEE
TAKES OVER
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The new managing Committee was duly elected unopposed at AGM on 18th of
December 2021 and inally the incoming committee was handed over the
charge on 17th of January 2022.
The New Managing Committee members elected to serve your Association are
as under:
President:
Mr. Praveen Chandhok
Vice President:
Mr. Samraant Virmani
Vice President:
Dr. Alok Jain
(Out station)
Secretary:
Mr. Sameer Uniyal
Treasurer:
Mr. Abhinav Goel
Senior Members:
CA Sonali Mehta
Mr. Rahul Singhal
Mr. Taresh Sharma
Mr. Manish Jain
Junior Memebers:
Mr. Pulkit Gupta
Mr. Tushar Singhal
Ms. Kamna Bagai
Reg. No. 118/2010-11
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FREE VACCINATION CAMP FOR TEENAGERS (15-18)
ORGANIZED BY SJA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
The SJA AA Managing Committee carrying on its ﬁght to end the
pandemic, secure the campuses and prepare students for the physical
classes in due course and provide timely beneﬁts of vaccine to the students
organized the free vaccination camp with the support of the District
Immunisation Oﬃce on the occasion of 73rd Republic Day and vaccinated
almost 90 students from various schools. The camp was inaugurated by
none other than Brother JC Carroll!
The camp began right after the ﬂag hoisting followed by marvellous
Republic Day ceremonies outstandingly choreographed and composed by
Dev Nautiyal and Sumit Dogra Sir. Presided by Shaurya Chakra recipient
Alumni Major Rohit Shukla.
The students of various schools took advantage and got immunization
done. All protective measures related to Covid-19 were adopted by the
organizers.
The Principal of St. Joseph's Academy and Patron of SJA Alumni
Association, Brother Jeyaseelan said that the drive will boost the morale of
students and their parents, and by developing a collective immunity we will
be able to save society from the coming danger of corona in future.
President of the Association Praveen Chandhok requested people to join
their hands to ﬁght the pandemic and said that Vaccination is the only
solution to end the pandemic, vowed to ensure their commitment to the
drive in view of personal and public health.
Sameer Uniyal Secretary said that apart from vaccination habits like
wearing a mask, two yards distance, regular cleaning of hands and mouth
are very important even after vaccination.
Total 87 people were vaccinated under this camp, which was very
encouraging for the organizers of the camp. Association members and
School staﬀ played an important role in making this camp a success. In the
end, the Vice Principal of SJA , Brother Astinus Kujur congratulated the
Managing Committee for the successful organization of the camp and
encouraged them to conduct such activities in future also.
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The Class of 1971
It's 50 years since leaving school!!
completes IImagine!
can never forget the day our ﬁnal exams got over. It was not just another “ﬁnal
exam”. It was an exam that signaled the last day at school for us. I can recollect that
50 glorious day
very vividly. There was a sense of relief and a small celebration followed -of ﬁrst
going to Prabhat and watching “Kal, Aaj Aur Kal”, and then going to Napoli for coﬀee
years!
and putting coins into the jukebox to listen to our favorite songs!!
( Josephite Kulbhushan Kain
b a tc h o f 1 9 7 1 i s a n awa rd
winning educationist with more
than 4 decades of working in the
schools in India and aborad. He is
a proli ic writer who loves cricket,
traveling and cooking. Having
witnessed the topmost schools in
and India and abroad he proudly
announces that there’s no
Institution better than his Alma
Mater the St. Joseph’s Academy)

That was 50 years ago!! It's a long time – it's a lifetime. I traversed the world, met
thousands of people, and lost some of my classmates. Most of us are fathers and many
of us are grandfathers. Most of us did justice to what we were taught at school. St
Joseph's empowered us with values and skills that are not easy to beat.
I am not just eulogizing my batch mates for no reason. There must be something in
their schooling that saw someone rise to be a Chief Secretary of a state or the Vice
Chief of the Army, or become top ranking armed forces personnel, successful
lawyers, executives, businessmen, and every other ﬁeld. Whatever they did - they
reached the top of the pyramid.
More importantly – the values stuck to us like Fevicol!! I always heard Brother
Donovan angrily reprimanding me “When the umpire raises the ﬁnger –then you are
out. You are playing cricket”, (when I dared to challenge the umpire's decision.)
Every time I wanted to quit a challenging situation, the schoolboy in me whispered
“Remember Mrs. D'Souza.? She used to say –only cowards quit –winners never”!!
Whenever I was tempted, I could hear Bro Dunne say “Never fall to temptation. It is
the voice of the devil”.
I could hear the voice of Mr. Rathke say in his clipped voice “whenever in doubt –
abstain”
I always tried to imagine because, in my autograph book, the great G.C
Gupta Sir wrote: “Imagination is better than knowledge”!!!
50 years is a long time. We have aged. However, the schoolboy always
manages to escape the grey hair, the wrinkles, the eye bags, the labored
steps!!!
Sadly, some have left for the other world. I am sure they are with the Gods
where the best human beings gather.
50 years after leaving school, we have learned our hardest lessons. We
have found out that only a few things in life are really important. We have
learned to take life seriously, but never ourselves.
Most importantly we have learned that we must not die daily, and every
day we must be born again.
Thank you, St Joseph's Academy, for teaching us in school what life took
so long to teach.
That's the reason, I am proudest when I introduce myself or am introduced,
as having studied at St Joseph's Academy!
Kulbhushan Kain batch of 1971

Walking
down the
memory
lane...
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It was indeed such an enriching experience for the editorial team of SJA Alumni Association to have a virtual chat with
Mr. Bhim Ratke, an alumnus of the 1952 batch of SJA, who recently completed 70 years since passing out of our
school!!! The conversation created nostalgia walking down memory lane with Ratke Sir who had a bagful of stories to
narrate...
We were told that love for numbers helped him obtain the most excellent marks in Maths and Science, so much so, that
his class teacher, Brother Dooley gave him an out of turn promotion from Class 8th to Class 10th, as he was being
frequently summoned from his Class to solve the mathematics problems of Class 10th!!! Mr. Ratke dedicates his
success in life to his school teachers who nourished and groomed him at the St. Joseph's Academy fondly
remembering Mr G.C.Gupta and Brother Dooley as mentors who shaped his life.
MC member Kamna Bagai of the 2018 batch thoroughly enjoyed each and every word of this tete a tete asked him
about his favorite hobby. Mr. Ratke informed the team of his undying love for photography, which he acquired in his,
school days and was appointed as the head of the camera club in school. The Camera Club had the responsibility of
clicking photographs for all functions held in school and later on developed the photographs in the darkroom. The
photographs were sold to the students for a price of 4 annas each. The money earned was utilised to run the Camera
Club – providing him his irst invaluable lesson in business.
Pulkit Gupta of 2013 batch MC member part of Editorial team unable to contain his curiosity wanted to know about
SJA boys' interaction with CJM girls. Much to his envy, Mr. Ratke told him that his father was the school doctor of CJM,
and that he even studied at CJM in Primary classes. He fondly remembered that in senior classes, there were tie-ups
with CJM girls, loved the word tie-up. Talking of tie-ups he told that the Mala brothers, handsome and sporty guys,
were very popular among the girls then.
Walking down the memory lane Mr. Ratke aﬀectionately recalled his classmate Peter Rowley, one of the most
successful Air Force pilots, who had knocked down a couple of Pakistani planes during the 1965 war. Another
classmate which he could never forget was Padma Bhushan Major H.P.S.Ahluwalia, the famous mountaineer who
passed away recently. Mr. Ratke recounted that Major Ahluwalia was in love with
winters in Mussoorie
often visited the snow clad hills and was a very persuasive and determined sort of
person.
An anecdote that he loves to recount is the last day of the Senior Cambridge
class. Daily PT was compulsory, and the white PT shoes were kept inside the
desk. On the last day of the session, the shoes went lying all over the class. The
matter was reported to the Principal Brother Burke, who came crawling so
that he could not be detected. But as luck would have it, in the melee, one of the
lying shoes hit him! And that was the only time that the whole class got caned.
Brother Macauy had this habit of pulling the nose and the sideburns' hair of
those who came late. One day as he was pulling the nose of one of the
latecomers, the boy sneezed, and the snot came on his hand. The pulling stopped
forever thereafter.
Mr. Ratke would have carried on forever and the editorial team to pen
his words would require to publish a book to share his memoirs!
Josephites may be of any age, but being a Josephite bond and unites
us enriching our lives wherever we may be.
Thank you so much Ratke sir. The entire managing committee
wishes you a very happy, healthy, and long life.
Jospehite Bhim Ratke batch of 1952

One good anecdote is
worth a volume of
It was 2004 and Josephites were
biography
participating in the annual cultural event at St
Georges College Mussoorie, MILESTONE 2004. The
build-up to the event was immensely motivating since we had been
winning the event for the last 3 years consecutively and as the senior-most
council member, the expectations from the leader were very high. The morning
started with a win, and a series of events made it to the evening where the ÁD MAD'
event was the decider between winning a gold or losing it.
A 4 member team comprising Aniroodh Prakash(BATCH 2005 & committee member),
Ankit Goyal (BATCH 2004), Neha Bisht(Head Girl– 2004), and I decided to pitch a
product called the JOSY MOBILE. A set of hilarious features left the audience in splits and
ensured a win for the AD MAD round and, St Josephs' Academy had done it 4 times in a row.
The feeling of immense joy and satisfaction was evident since we had done it again!!!
Just reminiscing these times inspires you to achieve greater heights when the expectations
are high and the last event of the day just made you perform better when we had our backs
against the wall because coming second is never about 'winning the silver', it always about
'losing the Gold' and losing was not an option.
The adrenaline rush, the butterﬂies, the bonding was just another level and today, we
just try and re-create those experiences in our day-to-day lives, maybe live it through
our children too. Being a Josephite is an experience only a Josephite can connect
with and so happy to be able to share it through this medium.
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Kudos to the Josephite spirit!!!!
JAMANBIR SINGH SAWHNEY
BATCH 2004

TROLLING FOR TRIVIA
The last page of our notebooks...
A place where we check whether our pen is working or not. A place where we calculate the percentage out of the
marks we got
The last page of our notebook...
A place where we play the game of lames with our secret crush's name. Then strike it oﬀ so that no one sees and not
giving a chance for our best friend to tease.
The last page of our notebook...
A place where we chat with our friend when the class is going on. Unable to listen the boring lecture going on since
morning.
The last page of our notebook...
A place where we note important questions for the upcoming exam .A place where we scribble random things or
even try drawing the funny face of Ma'am.
The last page of our notebook...
A place where we write beautiful lines of our favorite song .A place where we and our friends play tic-tac-toe with
marks of right and wrong.
The last pages of our notebooks... aren't just pages, They are much more... They are precious diaries...where we
unknowingly treasure our teenage memories...
Many of us would be reaching close to the last page of our note books but remember there is still a lot of space on
that page so keep writing and illing up the page with your happiness.
That last page still remains the most precious page of our lives…

Inﬁnite Possibilities
On the very irst day of taking the charge the new Managing Committee launched a Social networking platform for the
Josephites on Telegram!
The Brain child of its Senior Member Rahul Singhal an interactive Telegram group “In inite Possibilities” for the
networking was initiated as the MC believes we are living in times of In inite Possibilities and the keyword for success
today is networking…
No matter what your role is, networking is critical to your career success. The strength of your network can make or
break your search for your next job, your ability to acquire new customers or business partners, or the likelihood that
you’ll land a big promotion.
Robert Kiyosaki, author, and founder of Rich Global LLC and the Rich Dad Company, is adamant that networking is key
to success. He goes on to explain,” The richest people in the world look for and build networks, everyone else looks for
work. Marinate on that for a minute”.
Eﬀective networks measure their networks not based on quality or in luence, but more so on generosity. Deepak
Chopra has emphasized the importance of being a “giver” when building your network. He says, “Giving connects two
people, the giver and the receiver, and this connection gives birth to a new sense of belonging”.
Our dear Josephites are present on the entire stretch of Globe. Most of us hold key positions of in luence. We can use
the in luence to direct the development of our Josephite fraternity. Becoming a “giver” and eﬀectively connecting
people bonding Josephites across the Globe is the very purpose of forming this Association.
Understanding that networking is the need of the hour, your Association is introducing a new TELEGRAM group
where you can network with Josephites across the globe.
This group is exclusively for Josephites only.
You can join the telegram group using the following linkhttps://t.me/+SAbkO7hSXpphOTk1
Please share this link with your Josephite friends to make this a strong platform to network with fellow Josephites.
To minimize congestion and maximize usefulness, please follow the below protocol which shall be explained by my
team members.
Looking forward to lifelong connections...
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It was shocking news to lose our friend Sanjeev Nangia Batch of 1982 at such a
young age…
The loss of any classmate is always a heartbreaking thing. You often do not even
consider the possibility that a peer can pass away. We are all too young for that to
start happening, right? It is a surreal thing, to go from seeing someone almost daily to
experiencing their absence.
It is bizarre how you can go from children running around to now adults grieving the
same pain. People aren't supposed to die so soon, it all just seems so unfair.
Classrooms are quieter and classmates are closer, we cling on to each other and we
make it through the grief stronger and closer than before. We are reminded that death
can not be avoided and it is very real. Being reminded of this makes us hold our loved
ones a little closer and think about how blessed we truly are and how much we take
for granted.
We go through life and we meet people and we lose people, but they always leave an imprint in our lives. We carry a
little or a big piece of them wherever we go and we leave a little of ourselves on them as well.
During all our meets we always found him sitting quietly hearing and absorbing each word and later on oﬀering his
word of advice. He was always in the forefront to help any cause which Association undertook ﬁnancially,
physically, and morally.
Tim McGraw said it best;
“We all take diﬀerent paths in life, but no matter where we go, we take a little of each other everywhere."
May his soul rest in peace and may God grant his family strength to endure this great pain. I will always remember
his kindness, benevolence, and aﬀection.
We express our sincerest sympathy to all his dear ones ..
Adieu, friend...

Obituary
The loss of Devansh Grover batch of 2020 who was doing his BBA from Jindal
Global Law School is an ultimate tragedy. Nothing can be more devastating.
Losing someone at such a young age can be exacerbated and complicated by
feelings of injustice — the understandable feeling that this loss never should have
happened.
The bereaved parents feel it’s unnatural to outlive a child it is as if they lose a part of
themselves…feeling betrayed by God…
Falling short of words really don’t know what to say… There are no right words to
erase the pain of grieving parents.
We extend our deepest condolences to bereaved family in this time of grief. We are here for you.
Will request dear Josephites to keep him in your daily prayers...
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The cold
morning of 26th
January, 2022 could not
obliterate the patriotic spirit of the
Josephite family as they gathered in the school
campus to celebrate India's 73rd Republic Day.
It was indeed kind of Major Rohit Shukla (an
alumnus of SJA -2006 batch) who consented to be
the Chief Guest . Sir was accompanied with his
wife , Ms Aditi Shukla and sister Ms Shweta
Shukla.
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Major R Shukla, a recipient of many awards –
Shaurya Shukla and the Sena Medal for gallantry
to name a few is currently posted as an instructor
at IMA – Dehradun. The day's proceedings
commenced with the lag hoisting by the Chief
Guest and the Principal, Rev Bro Jeyaseelan. The
medley of patriotic songs by the young Josephites
evoked a strong feeling of patriotism in one and
all present. The audience seemed moved with
emotions as the students delivered emphatic
speeches and recited soul stirring poems on the
occasion.
A total of eighty promising Football and
Basketball players were felicitated by the Chief
Guest who had participated and won various
matches organized by the school.
Recalling his days as a student in SJA , Major R
Shukla motivated the students to live up to the
motto of the school and to achieve their goals .
The program culminated with a message by the
Principal who reiterated the importance of being
a responsible citizen.
The Alumni Association had organized a free of
cost vaccination drive, on 26th January, 2022 for
the young Josephites aged 15-18 years, which
turned out to be a huge success.

What’s happening at our Alma Mater...
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An interview with
Mrs. Anuradha Tandon
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We’ve all had teachers who have inspired us, who have made a diﬀerence to our lives. Teachers have the
power to make or break lives. A great lesson can inspire a passion for a subject that lasts a lifetime, while
lacklustre teaching can kill any desire for learning. Teachers who make a signi icant diﬀerence in their
students’ lives – sometimes against all odds - deserve to be celebrated. Anuradha Tandon ma'am is an
extremely popular teacher and Coordinator of the Middle School at SJA. Her enthusiasm is infectious, as
is her love for her students and the school.
The editorial team of SJA Alumni Association conducted a virtual interview with her.
Some excerpts of the chat session.
Kamna :Ma'am what made you choose teaching as a career?
Anuradha: This question makes me feel like a celebrity. Its like someone asking Raveena Tandon, what
made her become an actress!
KP, Kamna and Tushar: But you are really a celebrity, Ma'am.
Anuradha: I did Graduation and MBA. Then I got married and came to Dehradun. At that time 21 years
back, there was not much opportunity in the corporate world, so I decided to start teaching and that's
how my teaching career started
”but after so many years when I go back, I feel I had it in me -in my young years also, the knack of teaching.
Even in my MBA years, whenever I used to give a presentation, my professor used to tell me you are
meant for teaching. And I think a career blossoms when there is a passion and liking for it, where you can
put your heart and soul into it. So, I am so glad that I chose this career and each day, even after 21 years in
St Joseph's, each day I look forward to going to school, each day I look forward to doing something new,
teaching something new, and learning something new”.
Tushar: In these long years that you have spent in the school, do you have any incident that has really
touched your heart, is very close to you.
Anuradha: Tushar, there have been many such incidences. How many should I tell?
Tushar: Tell as many as you like.
Anuradha: You know when I joined St Joseph's, I was a young lady of 26 years and full of zeal, I was
appointed to teach Class IX. Some of the boys were very notorious and kept testing my patience.
I was invigilating, and I saw this boy of Class VIII copying from somewhere in the exam. So, I took away his
chits and I slapped him. Two years back, the same boy came to the campus. He is an IITian and an IIM pass
out now and he told me that Ma'am your slap changed my life. This was a real wow moment! I was
literally on tears. He took it to his heart that had I slapped him for something that was totally wrong and
that this was not expected of him. That really touched me.
As a coordinator, one day a Class VII parent came. He was very upset that his son was not ready to come to
school. The father is a very senior scientist. The boy used to have stomach pains as soon as he entered the
school campus. I had a session with the parents. They had consulted various doctors in Dehradun but
could not diagnose anything. Being a single child and not performing well, the family was very disturbed.

Therefore the irst thing I did was to give the boy a buddy in class, a buddy who more responsible than him,
more con ident. I gave him the responsibility of looking after that boy in terms of class work, company in
class, sharing the tif in and had to stay together with him. This task I gave the buddy.
Kalpana, you will not believe, after a month, when we had this Parent-Teacher meeting, the parents came with
the child and told 'Ma'm you have done some miracle to our child.The 40-year-old scientist was in tears as he
told this. We had lost all hope that the child will achieve anything. The child not responding to any of their
eﬀorts had disheartened them. Probably as parents, we become emotionally weak when it comes to dealing
with our own children. Maybe as a teacher I could understand what the boy needed.
These two incidents make me proud of the noble profession I am in and inspire me to do my best.
KP: How has the school evolved in the last 20 years that you have spent in the school?
Anuradha: There are two things- one from the perspective of the teacher serving in the system for over 20
years and one for someone who has passed out. . Yes, there have been many changes in the infrastructure but
the spirit of SJA is same- we all love SJA.
We always evolve for something good. Present student body is more practical and so aware of technology.
Even children Class VIII are aware what they want in life. Management has remained caring and concerned
for the staﬀ. We remain the best school in the city. It is very essential for a teacher to understand and be part of
this evolution, if the teacher wants the students' attention and does not want to be left out.
Kamna: You narrated an incident when you did something for a student. Is there any incident when a student
went out of his way for you that surprised you and brought you happiness?
Anuradha: Students keep doing that. (Pauses). Once on a Teachers' Day, the Middle school children prepared
a programme under my supervision. And unknown to me they gave a speech in which they called me the
'Mother of their dreams'. This was like the biggest award anyone has ever given me. I started crying and even
today thank God for this.
Tushar: How do you balance your personal and professional life?
Anuradha: Initially it was dif icult as I had a small baby. But my family is very understanding. But when I am in
school, I give my 100% to the school. I love gardening and looking after my home and give it full attention, I
cook all 3 meals Buying vegetables from the Subzi Mandi is a stress buster for me. Whatever I do at certain
point of time, I give it my 100% and teach the same to my daughter also.
KP: What are your other interests and hobbies?
Anuradha: Of late I have developed a passion for Tarot Card Reading and Numerology. It is an amazing
experience to make someone smile and make his faith stronger.
Kamna: How important is Alumni Association for school and what should it do to contribute for the growth of
the school?
Anuradha: SJAAA is now a global association. The best part of the Association is that not everybody is at the
top of his or her profession, but when they meet, the connect they have with each other, all alumni are equal. I
really appreciate SJAAA for the kind of work they are doing. They give regard not only to the present, but also
to the old teachers. In the Pandemic, the kind of work they did by arranging hospitals and medicines is really
commendable. And this human touch comes because they are connected through SJAAA. The spirit of SJAAA
is that you will not give up on anything and reach out to help. And when the younger Josephites join, the SJAAA
will be enriched further.
Tushar: How have things changed in the school post Pandemic?
Anuradha: Pandemic has been a great learning experience. I did not know what Zoom is and how to conduct
classes online. But we learnt and helped others learn too. Learning and teaching process has greatly evolved
in the last two years. Pandemic is full of sad stories. But had technology not been there, these two years would
have been entirely wasted. Pandemic taught us how we can make the best of whatever resources that we
have. Doctors saved lives and teachers are no less. Learn, unlearn and relearn, this is what happened to
teaching in the last 2 years
KP: Anuradha, it was a pleasure talking to you. Thank you very much.
Anuradha: It was a privilege and made me feel that this journey was worthwhile .
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Achievements
The historic shifting of Amar Jawan Jyoti from India Gate to
National War Memorial!
Was conducted by none other than our illustrious Josephite Air
Marshal Balabadra Radha Krishna recipient of PVSM, AVSM, SC,
Chief of Integrated Defence Staff, in the absence of serving Chief
of Defence Staff merged the flames of Amar Jawan Jyoti with the
eternal flame at the National War Memorial in a ceremonial
function.
He's a Doonite , younger brother of Badri Balbhadra who too is a
Josephite!
We all are enthralled and it's simply a privilege to watch
Josephites making their Alma Mater and Alumnus proud!
3 Cheers from all of us
Vande Mataram!

Kalpana Pande
Kalpana Pande a Josephite batch of 1982 needs no introduction she is
a devoted Alumni always ready to serve the Association with her heart
and soul.
Kalpana has served Association as a Delhi Chapter Coordinator for
almost 6 years and also as the Vice President (Out Station) in the
previous managing committee. She is now settled in Dehradun after
the superannuation of her husband Mr. Manoj Pande, IRPS, Member
Staﬀ Railway Board Ex Of icio Government of India.
We always knew about her talents and abilities and when we were
planning to revamp the newsletter we couldn't think of anyone better
than Kalpana to help us is in the task of creating and devising a
newsletter that would go on to become a benchmark in the future…
Thank you, Kalpana for being a part of our Editorial Board and we are
sure that working together we will provide our members a Newsletter
which they will not only enjoy reading but also share with their
families and friends.
We look forward to serving our members together.
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